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DHS Document: 68,000
lllegal Immigrants with
Criminal Convictions
Released in 2013

By Alexander Bolton

— -

Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials
last year released 68,000 illegal immigrants with
criminal convictions, undercutting Democratic
claims that President Obama has strictly enforced
immigration laws.

An internal Department of Homeland Security
document compiling statistics on arrests and
deportations in 2013 showed that ICE agents
encountered 193,357 illegal immigrants with
criminal convictions but issued charging
documents for only 125,478. More than 67,800
were released.

The data came from an end-of-year “Weekly
Departures and Detention Report.”

The Center for Immigration Studies, a research
group that favors stricter enforcement of
immigration laws, estimates ICE agents released
more than a third of illegal immigrants with
criminal records they detained.

“ICE released 68,000 criminal aliens in 2013, or
35 percent of the criminal aliens encountered by
officers. The vast majority of these releases
occurred because of the Obama administration’s
prosecutorial discretion policies,” Jessica Vaughn,
director of policy studies at the Center for
Immigration Studies, wrote in a memo
summarizing the DHS document.

ICE classifies illegal immigrants as criminal if
they have been convicted of a crime, not including
traffic offense, Vaughn noted.

Sen. Jeff Sessions (Ala.), the ranking Republican
on the Budget Committee, blasted the
administration’s record.

“The preponderance of the evidence demonstrates
that immigration enforcement in America has
collapsed. Even those with criminal convictions
are being released. DHS is a department in crisis,”
he said in a statement Sunday.

“Secretary Johnson must reject the president’s
demands to weaken enforcement further and tell
him that his duty, and his officers’ duty, is to
enforce the law — not break it,” he added in
reference to Homeland Security Secretary Jeh
Johnson.

A spokeswoman for ICE did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

Advocacy groups on both sides of the immigration
debate have fired salvos back and forth over
Obama’s track record enforcing the law.
Republicans say they cannot trust Obama to
enforce the law, and Speaker John Boehner (R-
Ohio) cited that as an obstacle to passing
immigration reform through the House.
Pro-immigrant groups argue Obama has enforced
the law too zealously.

Janet Murguia, the president of the National
Council of La Raza, called Obama the “deporter in
chief” earlier this month.

Senate Democrats like Sen. Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) have called on Obama to halt the
deportations of illegal immigrants who are
immediate family members of U.S. citizens.

The Center for Immigration Studies reports that
ICE officials moved to deport 28 percent fewer
illegal immigrants from the interior of the country
in 2013 than in 2012.

The group obtained the law enforcement records
through a lawsuit.

The following article is from a year ago-

The Deportation Lie

The Obama administration cooks the enforcement
books- By Andrew Stiles

It is one of the Obama administration’s favorite
talking points on immigration: It has been
deporting illegal immigrants in record numbers.
That bolsters its credentials on enforcement and
supports the argument that, now that we've gotten
tough on the border, it is time to enact
comprehensive immigration reform.

But figures recently unearthed by a federal lawsuit
in Texas cast serious doubt on the administration’s
deportation claims. The number of deportations
appears to have declined significantly during the
president’s term in office.

Jessica Vaughan, director of policy studies for the
Center for Immigration Studies, has analyzed a set
of largely unpublished official statistics on
immigration-enforcement activity over the past
five years. Earlier this month, Vaughan testified i
court on behalf of a group of U.S. Immigration and
Customs (ICE) agents who are suing the
administration over its use of “prosecutorial
discretion” in dictating how immigration law is
enforced — or not enforced. The agents are
seeking an injunction against a series of policy
directives from ICE and the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) that were designed to
regulate the extent to which ICE officers could
initiate deportation proceedings for illegal
immigrants in their custody.
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In her testimony on April 8, Vaughan noted that,
contrary to the administration’s claims, the number
of illegal-immigrant removals has dropped 40
percent since June 2011, when ICE director John
Morton issued the first of several directives
outlining significant changes to the agency’s
enforcement policies. “There has been a
significant decline in enforcement activity as
measured by the number of removals,” Vaughan
says.

Deportations specifically of illegal immigrants
convicted of a crime — individuals the
administration says it has prioritized for removal
— are similarly down, almost 40 percent since
June 2011, Vaughan found. And that decline has
occurred despite a significant increase in the
number of illegal immigrants referred to ICE after
being arrested for crimes. “There are certainly
enough illegal aliens out there, especially enough
criminal illegal aliens, that their numbers should
be going up, not down,” Vaughan says. “So they
appear to be giving a lot of free passes to people
who are a public-safety problem, beyond the fact
that they are here illegally.”

Removals generated by ICE’s Enforcement and
Removals division, which is responsible for
interior immigration enforcement, have decreased
nearly 50 percent since June 2011. Vaughan says
the administration has been inflating its
deportation statistics by including a greater
number of U.S. Border Patrol cases — illegal
immigrants picked up at the border and

subsequently referred to ICE — as part of its
annual statistics. Border Patrol cases accounted fo
56 percent of removals reported in fiscal year
2013, up from 33 percent in 2008. Typically, an
individual apprehended at the southern border is
simply returned to Mexico without being
processed as a deportation by ICE.

Vaughan says this undermines the administration’s
claim that pursuing criminal cases is its top
priority. This was the primary argument that DHS
secretary Janet Napolitano put forward in June
2012, when she issued a directive instructing ICE
officers to refrain from initiating deportation
proceedings for illegal immigrants who might
qualify for “DREAM status” — immigrants who
were brought here illegally, are currently enrolled
in school or the military, and have not been
convicted of a serious crime. “They have been
justifying policies by saying it enables them to
focus more on criminals,” Vaughan says. “What's
happening is actually the opposite. The majority of
resources are going toward supporting Border
Patrol activity.”

Internal e-mails uncovered earlier this year show
that ICE officials, concerned about the falling
numbers of criminal deportations, have directed
agents to come up with methods to reverse that
trend. “The only performance measure that will
count this fiscal year is the criminal-alien remlova
target,” former assistant director of ICE field
operations David Venturella wrote in an e-mail in
April 2012 to agents in Atlanta. However,
Vaughan said she could find no discernable uptick
in criminal deportations that might have resulted
from this new emphasis.

Chris Crane, who heads the union representing
more than 7,000 ICE agents and officers, tells
NRO that he has long been baffled by the
administration’s claims of record deportation
numbers. “We just don’t see it in our offices,” he
says. “Every year we supposedly break the record
for deportation, and we can't figure out what's
going on. We don't believe these numbers.”
Administration officials claim to have deported
409,849 immigrants in fiscal year 2012, up from
392,000 in 2010. Crane argues that stats are being
cooked to create a false impression of President
Obama’s record on immigration enforcement.
“DHS and ICE are knowingly manipulating arrest
and deportation data with the specific intent of
misleading the American public with regard to the
enforcement of illegal immigration in our

country,” he told reporters Thursday at a Capitol
Hill press conference. “At an alarming rate, ICE
arrest and deportation numbers have plummeted
since 2008, clear evidence that interior
enforcement has in large part been shut down ovel
the last four years.”

Administration lawyers did not extensively
challenge Vaughan'’s court testimony, other than ta
introduce a bar graph, based on ICE statistics,
showing that convicted criminals accounted for 55
percent of all deportations in fiscal year 2012afTh
figure is misleadingly high, Vaughan stresses,
because it includes a large number of Border
Patrol removals referred to ICE. In some cases tha
transfer process may have led to double counting,
further inflating the total number of removals, she
says.

The Senate Gang of Eight has finally produced a
bill that would grant immediate legal status to
illegal immigrants, in exchange for a plan from
DHS to further secure the border and enforce the
law. Vaughan is skeptical that it will work, given
the administration’s current record of enforcement
and its willingness to manipulate its own statgstic
“It seems to me foolhardy for Congress to trust
that this administration is actually going to
implement any new enforcement plans,” she said.



California State Senator
Accused of Corruption,
Weapons Trafficking

A California
state senator
accused of
accepting bribes
and introducing
an undercover
agent to an arms
trafficker is
dropping out of
the race for
California
secretary of

state.
Sen. Leland Yee’s attorney, Paul DeMeester, read
a letter that Yee sent to California Secretary of
State Debra Bowen on Thursday informing her
that he was withdrawing his candidacy.
State legislators have called on Yee to step down
from the state Senate. Asked whether Yee planned
to do that, DeMeester declined to comment.
Yee was arrested Wednesday during a series of
raids in Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay
Area.
A criminal complaint accuses him of accepting
tens of thousands of dollars in cash and campaign
contributions in exchange for providing official
favors, influencing legislation and helping to
broker an arms deal with an undercover FBI agent.

Comment by

Dear Guns & Patriots reader,

The arrest of California Democratic state Sen.
Leland Lin Yee for illegal firearms trafficking
means we may have to retire the left-wing
hypocrisy belt and trophy, once and for all.

As described this week, Yee led the fight to disarm
Californians. His bill to outlaw guns with push-
buttons to dissemble would have been a virtual
ban. Over the years, he has been recognized as a
hero to the Brady Campaign, and days before his
indictment, by the Society of Professional
Journalists.

I want to mention James R. Schlesinger, who
passed away at 85. | was a kid when he was the
defense secretary and CIA director, but | now
appreciate that as Republicans and Democrats
dismantled our military, Schlesinger was fired by
President Gerald R. Ford for speaking up against
them.

Today, Republican leaders on Capitol Hill have
signed off on slashing the robust military we built
up to respond to the War on Terror and other
threats. In the day, Schlesinger was most
concerned about our nuclear deterrent. Now, the
concern should be for the tens of thousands of
mid-career officers and NCO's that are leaving the
rolls.

Compare a typical company commander or
platoon sergeant on Sept. 10, 2001 and the typical
one today—or two years ago. Are you comfortable
with the trend? | am not.

Postal Employees Gone
Wild: Company Money Used
for Gambling & Vacations —

American Prosperity News

Just about everyone knows that our federal
government is — for all intents and purposes —
bankrupt, and so is the U.S. Postal Service.
Decades of mismanagement, lavish pension plans
for retirees and more people using e-mail instead
of sending letters were all causes of this entity’s
decline.

It seems like some USPS employees didn't get the
memo about the financial condition of their
employer. Government employees have access to
credit cards when they travel for business. A
recent Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
revealed some less-than-frugal uses of credit cards
by some these employees when they get out of
town.

About a dozen reports of investigations into travel
fraud were discovered, and one manager’s conduct
was especially outrageous. According to a report
by the Inspector General, this unnamed manager
withdrew $32,000 to gamble with after she hit the
limits on her personal credit cards.

But this dedicated employee didn't let snow, rain

or ethics stop her free-spending ways.

She also used her government card for gas,
parking, rental cars and tolls for personal usd, an
she claimed that a fast-lane transponder “fell into
her purse” out of a USPS vehicle.

This manager’s assistant was put in a very
awkward position when she was ordered to pick up
rental cars for the manager’s personal use. The
assistant also told investigators her manager was
frequently out of the office, didn’t say where she
would be and was difficult to reach when she was
out of the office.

The spending on the government card for
gambling, rental cars for personal use and other
items came to a grand total of $45,000. However,
she did pay it back in full by February of 2010.

And on top of all this spending, the manager was
paid for 58 days where she was off work or did
personal business. This included sick days and
dependent care sick days, neither of which she was
eligible for.

Another employee used her travel card for $2,400
to gamble at a casino. Initially she told
investigators that she got her government travel
card confused with one of her personal cards.
However, she took back this story and confessed
that “she needed the money to go to the casino,
and she goes to the casino too much.”

At the time of her interview, she had a $1,300
balance still on the card and paid off the rema@nin
balance by the following week. Justice was served
to this spendthrift employee as she was fired for
inappropriate travel card use last November.

A North Carolina postmaster claimed $9,400 in
mileage for 96 service reviews of various post
offices for which she had no records. After
interviewing the postmaster and other employees
at this location, she finally settled with the USPS
paying back $5,000 in false travel charges. Instead
of losing her job, she settled for a demotion from
Postmaster to Customer Service Supervisor.

These are more examples of out-of-control
government spending funded by our tax dollars.
The persistent lack of accountability at many
levels of government is why public operations will
never be as good or efficient as those in the f@iva
sector.

UN, Obama, and Gates are
Globalizing Education via
Common Core

By Alex Newman, The New American

For over a year now, Americans have been up in
arms over the Obama administration’s
unconstitutional efforts to bribe and bludgeonestat
governments into surrendering control over K-12
education through the controversial so-called
“Common Core” national standards — and the
outrage is still growing. A peek beneath the
surface, however, reveals that the nationalization
of American schools is actually just one
component of a much broader global agenda being
pushed by the Obama administration, the United
Nations, Bill Gates, and others: the globalization
of education.

In fact, just this week, an invitation-only
conference hosted by former Florida Governor and
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pro-Common Core ringleader Jeb Bush entitled
“Globalization of Higher Education” took place in
Texas. Among the attendees: Hillary Clinton, U.S.
Education Secretary Arne Duncan, former World
Bank President Robert Zoellick, UNESCO
officials, university presidents, and more. While
higher education appears to be the next target of
reformers, the globalization of K-12 schooling is
on the verge of completion — at least if the
American people do not rise up and stop it.

For decades now, the globalists at UNESCO and
other UN outfits have been openly plotting to
impose what they sometimes refer to as the
“World Core Curriculum” on all of humanity.
According to the agency, it is all linked to UN
Agenda 21. In addition to gathering up
unprecedented amounts of data on everyone, the
global “education reform” movement is essentially
seeking to instill radical new values in children —
turning them into “global citizens” with views
inherently at odds with Biblical Christianity — to
facilitate the total regimentation of human society
Countless programs and initiatives such as
“Education for All” are working toward that goal.
Despite the virtual media blackout, none of it is
much of a secret — even in the United States. In
fact, Obama'’s Education Secretary Arne Duncan
even boasts openly that the U.S. Department of
Education he leads is “cooperating” with groups
such as the United Nations, often dubbed a
“dictators’ club,” to “improve” education in
America. In a 2010 speech to UNESCO, Duncan
even referred to the UN “education” agency as one
of the administration’s “global partners” in the
effort to globalize schooling as part of the “cead|
to-career education agenda.”
“Today, education is a global public good
unconstrained by national boundaries.... It is no
surprise that economic interdependence brings
new global challenges and educational demands,”
Duncan told the globalist UN bureaucrats,
boasting of the billions of dollars U.S. taxpayers
were being forced to send foreign governments
and institutions for “educational reform” abroad.
“Our goal for the coming year will be to work
closely with global partners, including UNESCO,
to promote qualitative improvements and system-
strengthening.”
The “education” agenda, of course, has less to do
with actually educating children and more to do
with promoting globalist political goals and values
through indoctrination at school. “Education idl sti
the key to eliminating gender inequities, to
reducing poverty, to creating a sustainable planet,
and to fostering peace,” Duncan continued, with
“sustainability” being UN-speak for central
planning and global government. Quoting former
South African President Nelson Mandela, Duncan
noted that education “is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.”
Unsurprisingly, billionaire UN devotee and
population-control zealot Bill Gates — the
primary financier of all things Common Core,
other than U.S. taxpayers via the federal
government — is deeply intertwined with the
planetary effort. According to the latest estimates
while his own children attend an elite non-
Common Core private school, the Microsoft
founder has poured more than $2 billion into
creating and promoting the dubious national
standards for everyone else. Together with
UNESCO, though, Gates is determined to impose
the globalist vision of education on children
worldwide.
In 2004, for example, on behalf of Microsoft,
Gates personally signed a “Cooperation
Agreement” with UNESCO to accelerate the
globalization of education through information
technology and communication. “Together,
UNESCO and Microsoft aspire for there to be a
guantum leap in the quality of courses and in
accelerating their uptake by educationalists ...
through the availability of standards, guidelines o
benchmarks,” the agreement explains, calling for
the creation of a “master curriculum (Syllabus).”
“UNESCO will explore how to facilitate content
development,” the document states.
After signing the agreement, as reported by Eagle
Forum chief Phyllis Schlafly in 2005, UNESCO
Director General Koichiro Matsuura gave a speech
............... Continued Page 3 .................
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offering more insight into the plot. Among the
goals of the partnership, the UN agency boss
explained: “fostering web-based communities of
practice including content development and
worldwide curricula reflecting UNESCO values.”
As the document itself explains, “Microsoft
supports the objectives of UNESCO as stipulated
in UNESCO's Constitution.” (For more on
UNESCO values, see “Common Core and UN
Agenda 21: Mass Producing Green Global Serfs.”)
It may or may not be a surprise to many
Americans to learn that in a 2011 document about
an advanced training program produced by
UNESCO's International Institute for Educational
Planning, the would-be global Department of
Education, even uses the term “Common Core.”
The course outline, which boasts that the UN
institute has trained more than 1,500 “education
planners and managers” from around the world,
adds under the Common Core header:
“Educational planners and managers need insight
into the effects of demographic shifts,
globalization, and social and political change on
education.”
“The fourth part of the course presents the main
development frameworks, including the ‘new’
international commitments as part of Education for
All/ Fast Track Initiative, Poverty Reduction,
Millennium Development Goals, and discusses
their impact on the role and methods/instruments
of educational planning,” continues the document,
which essentially outlines the training program
being used to put legions of globalized education
bureaucrats devoted to UNESCO's vision in key
positions worldwide.
UNESCO's vision for a truly global education
regime under the “World Core Curriculum” goes
back decades, too, as its officials openly adnhit. *
the middle of my life | discovered that the only
true, objective education | had received was from
the United Nations where the earth, humanity, our
place in time and the worth of the human being
were the overriding concerns,” wrote the late
Robert Muller, former UN assistant secretary
general and the architect of the “World Core
Curriculum” plot. “So at the request of educators |
wrote the World Core Curriculum, the product of
the United Nations, the meta-organism of human
and planetary evolution.”
He described his planetary Common Core-like
scheme as “a curriculum of our universal
knowledge which should be taught in all schools
of Earth.” One of his chief inspirations, he said,
was former UN Secretary-General U Thant, a
Marxist radical, whom Muller quotes as saying:
“The world will not change and find peace, if there
is not a new education.” Another one of Muller’s
major inspirations was UN apparatchik and
occultist Alice Bailey, who founded the Lucis
Trust (formerly Lucifer Publishing Company) and
claimed to channel spirits.
UNESCOQO'’s use of the term “Common Core,” too,
goes back decades. In 1984, for example — the
same year President Ronald Reagan withdrew U.S.
participation from the UN agency — the outfit
released a 51-page document entitled “A
Methodological Guide to the Application of the
Notion of Common Core in the Training of
Various Categories of Educational Personnel.”
That scheme was aimed at training teachers
worldwide using the same standards, so that they,
in turn, could fan out across the globe to “edutate
students all over the world.
Even as far back as the late 1940s, UNESCO was
actively promoting the use of education as a means
to achieve what its first Secretary General, Julian
Huxley, described as “political unification in some
sort of world government,” which he claimed was
“necessary.” In a 1949 pamphlet on using the
classroom to promote “world understanding,”
UNESCO said: “As long as the child breathes the
poisoned air of nationalism, education in world-
mindedness can only produce precarious results.”
So, to deal with that, schools should use various
means to “combat family attitudes.”
Critics and analysts have slowly started taking
notice. “Some have decried Common Core as the
nationalization of American education. Far more
dangerous, however, is the globalism of Common
Core that demotes American values, undermines
American constitutional principles and detaches

students from their families and faith,” observed
Catholic journalist and public speaker Mary Jo
Anderson in a piece fdrisis magazine.

“Common Core is simply the newest attempt in the
decades-old battle (Outcome Based Education,
Goals 2000) to impose a U.N. globalist worldview
aimed at ‘peace,’ sustainability and economic
stability at the expense of freedom.”

Indeed, Common Core represents merely the
culmination of decades of quiet efforts by the
globalist education establishment to foist its new
values for its envisioned new society on the
American people. In 1994, for example, Democrat
President Bill Clinton signed “The Goals 2000:
Educate America Act” foisting “National
Standards” on schools across America. Then,
Republican President George W. Bush signed the
“No Child Left Behind Act” developing national
“accountability” schemes to ensure that
government schools were teaching what the
federal government demanded.

Before the 1960s, of course, the federal
government had virtually no role whatsoever in
American education. The Constitution specifically
prohibits it by not granting any power over
education to the national government, and thus,
reserving that sphere for the states or the people.
Today, however, schools are largely operating
under federal control, despite the rhetoric, ag the
comply with federal mandates to keep the federal
funds flowing. Common Core is merely the next
step — but almost certainly close to the end
game.

Even before UNESCO came on the scene, tyrants
and would-be tyrants always understood that
controlling education — and the minds of the
youth, by extension — was the key to power.
From Marx and Stalin to Hitler, all of them knew
corrupting children was their path to total
domination. Today, Americans are faced with
powerful globalist forces determined to shape the
views and minds of their children through
globalized “education.” And the outcome of this
battle will almost certainly determine the future
course of humanity.

States Slowly Demanding SWAT
Team Transparency

By Bob Adelmann, The New American

Examples of no-knock raids performed by SWAT
teams on innocents across the country have even
raised the consciousness of the London-based
Economisimagazine, which declared in its most
recent issue that “America’s police have become
too militarized.” It opened with the story of the
raid on the home of Sally Prince in Ankeny, lowa,
by a SWAT team fully helmeted and masked with
guns drawn and carrying shields. They performed
a no-knock raid, blasting the front door off its
hinges with a battering ram and rushing inside.
They were searching for $1,000 worth of clothes
and electronics allegedly bought with a stolen
credit card, none of which they found.

The writers could just as easily opened with the
story of Hank McGee sleeping in his trailer house
near Dallas, Texas, early Thursday morning,
December 19, 2013 when a SWAT team entered
without knocking, looking for drugs. Or they could
have opened with the botched no-knock raid in
Ross County near Chillicothe, Ohio, a few days
earlier when a SWAT team member, preparing to
enter a home in a no-knock raid, accidentally
discharged his firearm, instantly killing a visitor
sitting inside.

Or they could have highlighted the ghastly
miscarriage of justice that took place back in 2008
when a SWAT team entered, without knocking
first, the home of Tracy Ingle, who was sound
asleep at the time. Standing outside his bedroom
window, team members observed Ingle getting out
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of bed in what they thought was a threatening
manner, and shot him — five times.
In fact, there have been so many SWAT team
raids — estimated to be just 3,000 in 1980 but,
according to Peter Kraska, a professor at Eastern
Kentucky University’s School of Justice Studies,
now exceeding 50,000 a year — that author
Radley Balko has filled 400 pages of his bébge
of the Warrior Copwith them. There have been so
many, declared Balko, that “the home is no longer
a place of sanctuary, the Fourth Amendment has
been gutted, and police today have been
conditioned to see citizens they serve as ... an
enemy.” Balko is also the author of the 2006 book
Overkill: The Rise of Paramilitary Police Raids in
America.
These raids often take place at night or in thiyear
morning hours, with SWAT team members tossing
“flash-bang” grenades into the residence in order
to blind, deafen, and confuse their targetRise
of the Warrior CopBalko recorded more than 50
examples of innocents who have been murdered a
a result of these botched raids, noting that some
homeowners, thinking they were being invaded by
criminals, fired back, wounding and sometimes
killing a team member.
One state, Maryland, passed a law in 2009
requiring police agencies to track and record all
their SWAT team raids so citizens could see just
how egregious some of the raids are. Another,
Utah, is considering a similar bill — SB 185: Law
Enforcement Transparency — which would
require police SWAT teams there to record and
report their activities as well.
The data obtained from Maryland SWAT teams in
2012 reveal some unnerving statistics:
Since 2009 there have been between four and five
SWAT team raids every day in Maryland;
In Prince George’s County, with a population of
just 864,000 and the highest crime rate in the
Washington Metro area, there were nearly two
SWAT team raids every day;
Almost all those raids were to serve search
warrants;
Two out of three of them used forced entry;
Half of them were for Class Il (non-violent)
crimes; and
A third of the raids resulted in no arrests.
The Libertas Institute, whose purpose is to
“advance the cause of liberty within the State of
Utah,” supports SB 185 and has published its
policy analysis of the bill. It too opened with the
story of another botched SWAT team raid, this
time at the home of Mayor Cheye Calvo of Prince
George’s County, Maryland, who suffered the
indignity and trauma of a SWAT team raid based
upon a sting operation that went bad. In the
process the team shot and killed his two dogs and
arrested Calvo and his mother-in-law who was
living with him. Said Calvo, "I thought it was a
home invasion. | was fearful that | was about to be
executed."
He pushed for Maryland’s transparency law, only
to discover that it was opposed by every police
organization in the state. The bill passed
Maryland’'s House 126-9, and unanimously in the
Senate.
The Utah bill is more detailed, and demands more
information on SWAT team raids than does
Maryland's legislation, including the following:
Whether the officers involved were identified to
the target;
The reason for the raid,;
The type of warrant obtained, and if none, why
not;
A threat assessment report after the event;
Number of arrests made, if any;
Evidence seized, if any;
Forcible entry required, or not;
If a firearm was discharged and if so, by whom
and how many rounds fired;
Was the team met with resistance;
Were any team members or targeted persons
injured or killed; and
Were any animals injured or killed in the incident.
Libertas supports the bill, but called it
“superficial” as it does not publicize the actual
warrants themselves, the identities of officers or
suspects, interview transcripts, or other details.
Said Libertas, this information will allow

.............. Continued Page 4 ...............
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“lawmakers and the people they represent [to]
have a finger on the pulse of police warrant
services around Utah.”

Much more than this needs to be done to stop and
then reverse the descent of the country into a
police state. For decades The John Birch Society
has used the slogan “Support Your Local Police.”
But often the second part of that slogan is
forgotten: “and Keep Them Independent.” The
closer the police power is to the people it
represents, the more likely excesses such as these
will be prevented. Even tacitly transferring such
“transparency” requirements to the state
government is an admission that the local police
are no longer capable of reining in those excesses
on their own.

Editor's Note: We have witnessed similar SWAT
team events here in Putnam County. Recently,
some 23 sheriff's vehicles were seen on a Sunday
afternoon at route 19 south and Horseman’s Club
Road. Among the vehicles were the recently
acquired “armoured tank”, the SWAT van and a
black Humvee all with the Sheriff's decals. More

than a dozen men dressed in either desert camos or

O.D. green jump suits walked around but with
nothing to designate them as deputy sheriffs. The
armoured vehicle had a turret that could rotate 360
degrees to accommodate a sniper. None of the
deputies questioned were willing to comment on
their presence, and no mention of the activity in
the PDN. Shouldn’t taxpayers expect to know
what their employees were up to?

What Wil They Take Your

Name Down For Next?
By Bob Unruh, World Net Daily

A federal raid by agents of the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives on a San Diego
gun-parts store chain has prompted criticism that
the primary purpose of the operation was to collect
the names and addresses of customers.

Despite a temporary restraining order, ATF agents
obtained a search warrant and raided four Ares
Armor stores on March 15th.

The ATF, which went to a judge privately to
obtain the warrant, said it was investigating
alleged violations of federal firearms laws that
stemmed from the sale of a new plastic version of
the 80 percent lowers of AR-15 rifles.

(Note: The AR-15 lowers have no serial numbers
and they are not registered with the ATF by means
of a background check. Customers buy the other
20% and assemble the gun for their own use,
which is legal.)

Get the word on a Christian’s duty to be armed:
“Shooting Back: The Right and Duty of Self-
Defense”

Building a rifle with specific versions of the 80
percent receivers is legal. But the ATF said the
polymer lower receiver appears to be
manufactured differently with two parts, making
them a firearm and illegal to sell.

Ares Executive Officer Dimitrios Karras said he
was trying to get the federal definition explained
when the raid was executed. “We did ask the court
to clarify if these things were firearms or not,”
Karras said. “We did ask for protection as thisget
resolved within the court system.”

Karras said he had offered to turn over custody of
the disputed parts to the ATF until the issue was
resolved, but federal officials refused to settie t
issue that way.

Instead, they demanded a list of his customers.

When his stores were raided, federal agents
insisted on the lists and took computers in which
records might be held, he said. “I offered to give
them keys to the room [containing] the product,”
he said. “They didn't want that. They wanted the
customer list.”

The idea of collecting names and addresses of gun
owners has been a fear of Second Amendment
supporters since President Obama took office in
2009. They cite a historic pattern of governments
that intend to confiscate guns establishing gun
registration as a first step, to identify the oveer

The ATF did a slimy end-run around a restraining
order to seize Ares Armor's computers containing
its customer list.

In addition, many, many members have told us
that the ATF is copying 4473's and bound books
during its annual FFL inspections.

Federal law prohibits a compilation of a gun
registry by the ATF. In order to compile a de éact
gun registry, even if stored in regional computers,
the ATF -- a federal law enforcement agency --
would have to violate federal law.

In Connecticut, a law recently was passed
requiring owners of certain firearms to submit

their names, addresses and fingerprints. Hundreds
of thousands refused, and now the state is faced
with the possibility of having a large segment of

its working population classified as felons. A
similar issue is developing in New York State.

Interim Ukrainian
Government Orders Its
Citizens Disarmed

By Bob Adelmann — The New American

The latest iteration of the Ukrainian crisis stdrte

late last year when the country’s quasi-legal
President Viktor Yanukovych, in violation of the
country’s constitution, decided that Ukraine would
be better served allying itself with the Russian
Bear rather than follow Brussels' diktats buried in
European Union offers of financial aid. This
proved to be the spark that led to non-violent
protests, which turned violent when the president,
with the aid of Russian military thugs advising
him, decided to push back against them.

One of the leaders of the protests, Dmytro Yarosh
(a questionable character with a shady history of
communist affiliations), gathered to himself an
estimated 5,000 hard-core nationalists in an
organization called Right Sector. The group
viewed itself as a continuation of Ukrainian
“partisans,” such as the Ukrainian Insurgent Army
that fought against both the Axis powers and the
Soviet Union during World War Il. Yarosh's group
was the best trained and organized among the
estimated 50,000 protesters gathered in downtown
Kiev in February.

After much bloodshed (and credible suggestions
that Russian snipers had been picking off both
protesters and police forces in the center of the
cauldron in order to escalate the violence),
Yanukovych was ousted unanimously by the
Ukrainian Parliament and replaced (temporarily
the world was told) with another equally squalid
politician, Arseniy Yatsenyuk. Promises for real
elections to be held in late May were sufficient to
quell, at least temporarily, the protesters who
wanted a restoration of the constitution that
Yanukovych had ignored for the last three years.
Once in power, Yatsenyuk announced last week
that all citizens were to be disarmed, in order, he
said, to help maintain order and assure a peaceful
transition to a new government once the elections
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were held. The deadline for turning in all weapons
was set for the very next day, the same day
Yatsenyuk was to sigh an agreement with Brussels
to obtain desperately needed financing. Part df tha
agreement is that the citizenry — the protesters
who had forced the resignation of one dictator and
unwittingly had replaced him with another — be
disarmed.

But for now the citizens are still allowed to keep
their weapons, on one condition: that they join the
country’s National Guard or the Army. As
Yatsenyuk expressed it, tongue in cheek: “For
those who want to defend their country with an
assault rifle in their hands, welcome to the
National Guard or the Army.”

This condition is being opposed by the protesters,
who according to thBlew York Timeenjoy
“widespread ownership of arms” and believe that
such arms are necessary not only “to defend the
country against a possible foreign invasion [but
also] to defend their freedoms from potential
government abuse.”

Right Sector leader Yarosh complained about the
order, saying, “It's not normal to ask people to
hand in their weapons in the situation we have
now”; however, he then admitted that while his
organization opposes the “request” from
Yatsenyuk, he will be urging his followers to
comply with the edict.

The Timesfound a member of the Ukrainian

Parliament who supports the confiscation, even
though it was never considered by the Parliament.
He insisted, “Arms out of control of the state are
of course a factor in instability and should not be
allowed to drift by inertia.... Guns are a catalyfst o
disorder. Arming the population is not our policy.”
However the Ukrainian situation is resolved — a
dictatorship heavily influenced by Vladimir Putin
and his thugs, or one strongly committed to similar
thugs running the European Union — one lesson
from history is crystal clear: Repressive
governments fear armed civilians.

Adolf Hitler knew that lesson. He declared, "The
most foolish mistake we could possibly make
would be to allow the subject races to possess
arms."

So did Mao Tse-tung. He stated, "All political
power comes from the barrel of a gun. The
communist party must command all the guns. That
way, no guns can ever be used to command the
party."

History shows that all conquerors who have
allowed their subject races to carry arms have
prepared their own downfall by so doing.
Yatsenyuk and Yarosh and their enablers know
their history.

Iceland Dismantles the
Corrupt---Then Arrests Ten
Rothschild Bankers

"The truth of the matter is... No one, except the
Icelanders, have to been the only culture on the
planet to carry out this successfully. Not only énav
they been successful at overthrowing the corrupt
Gov't, they've drafted a Constitution that will gto
this from happening ever again.

"That’s not the best part... The best part, is that
they have arrested ALL Rothschild/Rockefeller
banking puppets, responsible for the Country’s
economic Chaos and meltdown. Last week 9
people were arrested in London and Reykjavik for
their possible responsibility for Iceland’s finaalci
collapse in 2008, a deep crisis which developed
into an unprecedented public reaction that is
changing the country’s direction..."

"...Pressure from Icelandic citizens’ has managed
not only to bring down a government, but also
begin the drafting of a new constitution (in
process) and is seeking to put in jail those banker
responsible for the financial crisis in the couritry
"Sigurdur Einarsson, former chairman of the
defunct Icelandic bank Kaupthing, was arrested in
London at 5:30 this morning along with the bank’s
biggest customer, Robert Tchenguiz, and five
others in a joint operation by the UK Serious
Fraud Office (SFO) and the Office of the Special
Prosecutor in Iceland."



More Women Seeking Florida
Concealed Weapon/firearm

Licenses
Numbers nearly double in last decade

By Teresa Stepzinski

Shelley Levan inhaled calmly as she raised a 9mm
Beretta semiautomatic pistol to align its frontgig
dead center with a paper target hanging several
yards in front of her before slowly squeezing the
trigger.

The shot boomed as the bullet went true, as did
those that followed in steady succession. Levan
hopes never to have to use the handgun on
anything but a paper target but wants to be able to
protect herself and those she loves if the need
should ever arise.

“I think nowadays with the way, unfortunately,
the way our world is turning, | think women need
to be able to take care of themselves,” said Levan,
who was practicing at Basics: Range and Gun in
Orange Park to prepare for her Florida Concealed
Weapons/Firearms license training course.

More women are getting concealed carry permits
each year, available state data shows. A total of
1,236,901 people held valid state Concealed
Weapon/Firearm Licenses as of Feb. 28, according
to the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, which has handled the
licensing since 2003. Women compose 23 percent
or 276,386 of those license holders. In comparison,
women composed 15 percent or 48,316 of the
324,236 Florida license holders in 2004, the data
shows.

Women come in independently, fathers bring
daughters, husbands bring wives, brothers bring
sisters and boyfriends accompany girlfriends to the
range that emphasizes firearm safety and handgun
training led by experienced instructors.

Overall, the increase in concealed carry permits in
Florida as well as nationwide is following a fairly
predictable pattern, said Sean Caranna, executive
director of Florida Carry, a nonprofit grassroots
organization dedicated to keeping and carrying
firearms for self-defense.

Heightened concern about personal and family
safety is a key factor triggering increased guessal
as well as concealed carry permits for both men
and women. Those surges typically follow mass
shootings such as the Newtown, Conn., elementary
school and Aurora, Colo., movie theater attacks.
The public perception that violent crime is
prevalent also contributes to the increase in
concealed carry licenses, Caranna said.
“Oftentimes those people choose to get the tools
necessary to defend themselves and their kids.”

Another factor is exponential growth. People get
interested in getting a license as their friends,
relatives or neighbors get one, he said, “So each
concealed carry licensee winds up spurring other
people to get the license, too.”

Gun control efforts at the federal or state leve
prompt many people to buy guns, ammunition and
obtained concealed carry permits because they are
concerned about losing their Second Amendment
rights. “So they go get their concealed carry
license because they are afraid they [government
officials] are going to make it more difficult teg
it later,” Caranna said.

Women also are more independent than in the
past and don’t want to depend on men to protect
them or their children. A 2012 survey of first-time
gun buyers shows women are more focused on
self-protection and self-sufficiency than men,
according to a report by the National Shooting
Sports Foundation in Las Vegas, which is the trade
organization for America’s firearms industry.

The increase of women with Florida concealed
firearms permits isn't happening in a vacuum.
More women nationwide also getting the
concealed carry permits as well as participating in

target shooting and hunting, said Bill Brassard Jr.
NSSF senior director of communications.

“This is not an overnight trend. It has been going
on for about the last decade,” Brassard said.

About 79 percent of firearms retailers nationwide
reported an increase in female customers in 2012
over 2011, the most recent NSSF data shows.
Meanwhile, the number of women participating in
target shooting increased 67 percent, while those
participating in hunting went up 43 percent from
2003 to 2012, according to the National Sporting
Goods Association’s most recent statistics.

Brassard said manufacturers are meeting the new
demand for firearms and accessories by designing
products specifically for women. In addition,
firearms ranges and clubs are providing a
welcoming, supportive environment for female
shooters, he said.

Clay County is second behind only Duval County
for the number of people with concealed carry
firearms permits in Northeast Florida, state data
shows. Clay Sheriff Rick Beseler welcomes law-
abiding residents having concealed carry permits.
Anyone “who is lawfully entitled to it, should
own, possess and carry a concealed firearm if that
is what they want to do,” Beseler said. “When
seconds count, the police are only minutes away.
You've got to be responsible for your own safety
until law enforcement can get there. And seven or
eight minutes is a long time to wait for a police
officer to get there when someone is kicking your
door in,” said Beseler, adding that “the only thing
a criminal fears is an honest citizen with a gun.”
Florida Concealed Weapon/Firearm License
Holder permits
A total of 98,005 people in Northeast Florida's
seven counties hold valid state concealed
weapon/firearm licenses, which represents less
than 1 percent of the statewide total. A county
breakdown of those license holders follows.

1,914 — Baker County

1,510 — Bradford County

15,477 — Clay County

55,822 — Duval County

6,403 — Nassau County

4,882 — Putnam County

11,997 — St. Johns County
Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services

Libertarian Candidate for
Florida’s Governor, Adrian
Wyllie Responds

,

Florida's governor
race is set to be one
of the most watched
this election season.
The two front
runners, Republican
Gov. Rick Scott and
. Democrat Charlie
‘l L | B Crist, have both

- served as governors.
Despite the close poll numbers, one third-party
candidate is trying to get his name out there.
Libertarian candidate Adrian Wyllie is making the
case to Floridians that he should be the statgts ne
governor.

Asked why he is not been included in recent
polls, Wyllie responded, “There are few different
schools of thought on that. The first is that the
polisters are so used to, it's always the Repuidica
or the Democrats, not third-party is going to do
anything, and they still fall into that mindseteth
old paradigm of politics, so they legitimately tkin
that no third party is ever a viable candidate.t'Eha
one school of thought. Now, another school of
thought is that because third-party candidateg don'
spend nearly enough money on media advertising,
that's one of the reasons the media doesn't care.
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Now, most of the polls that you see reported on are
usually commissioned by a media organization. So
they're the ones contacting the pollsters saying,
"We want to commission a poll and here is our
criteria and here's the candidates we want to"poll.
So the argument is that because the mainstream
media doesn't have a commercial interest in third-
party candidates, meaning they're not going to buy
a ton of TV, print, and radio ads that they don't
include them in the polls. Now, [on January 29,
2014] | was actually in Tallahassee for an
Associated Press conference which also included
Governor Rick Scott and Democratic front runner
Charlie Crist. | was included in that press
conference, | spoke immediately after Charlie
Crist but as soon as | got up to speak, about two-
thirds of the reporters left the room. So it's adtno
as if there is a certain arrogance in the medid, as
they're attitude is, "We get to decide who gets to
be a candidate and who doesn't." At this point in
time, they're trying to make the case for not mefti
Libertarians be seen by the public as a viable
candidate. But they're failing, because the
grassroots is so active now, especially in Flotida.

Asked about the concept that the Libertarian
Party is of little consequence in Florida, Wyllie
said, “Quite on the contrary. We are a huge
libertarian state and the grassroots here, the
libertarian effort here is just phenomenal right
now. My campaign alone has over a thousand
active volunteers and they're working all parts of
the state right now and that number is growing
everyday. We have a phenomenal grassroots effor
going on here. Lucas Overby's [Libertarian
candidate for FL Congressional District 13]
campaign has a ton of committed volunteers. It's
really working down here. And it has been a
relatively recent phenomenon here in Florida, but |
can tell you, people are so disgusted with
Republicans and Democrats that they're flocking to
the party in droves. Membership in the Libertarian
Party of Florida has grown by 1800% in the past
two and a half years.”

When asked about being included in potential
gubernatorial debates, Wyllie responded, “I think
that if | can get into the debates, | have a very
good chance of winning. | think it's a very
legitimate chance of winning, because the
Libertarian message is really what most people
believe, it's really core American values of keep
government out of my wallet, my bedroom, and
my business. That's really what people are looking
for. Most people, | believe the majority of people,
just want to be left alone to live their lives and
that's what the Libertarian Party is offering. So
really, we don't have to change our message in an
way. All we have to do is reach the people, let
them know that there is a political party that sisar
their values, and I think that we can start winning
elections left and right all across the country.”

So Florida, you do have a choice this election
year for a governor. Many of us have been upset
with the broken promises of Rick Scott on
education and embracing the Common Core
Standards for Florida schools and his pandering to
the “left” on gun issues.

We all know the antics of the fence jumping
Charlie Crist. He is likely to set-up those state
exchanges for ObamaCare which Florida can not
afford, and is more than likely to embrace gay
marriage here in Florida as well.

Is it not time to turn this bus around and get the
state and federal government out of our wallets
and stop making concessions to the EPA that stifle
both business and jobs in Florida?

APN will not be bound by the mandates of other
newspapers as we head into this election year, anc
we will bring you both the news and views of
those candidates for state a county government
that are willing to make the changes we as citizens
of Florida should expect from government.



Letters to the Editor

Dear American P. news
Who in your staff jumped to this conclusion?
Inquiring commissioners want answers!
“Why is this county truck dumping
leachate from the landfill into to a storm

sewer?”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4N5qx
4ulks

Chip Laibl

Chip.....ceee..... The video was sent to us with the

explanation that someone in the neighborhood had
seen the truck make numerous dumps into the
manhole and decided to follow the truck which
returned to the county dump. Noticing that it was
also on a regular schedule, had set-up to video the
activity.

| personally have not seen manhole covers on
sewer lines due to the explosiveness of methane
gas and smell and assumed that it was a storm
sewer manhole which means that what ever fluid
was being dumped would eventually end up in the
River. Riverkeepers have also been made aware
of this dumping, although we have not heard back
from them. We would also question that no flags
or cones were set out while the truck blocked an
intersection for some time. But more important; if
this was simply dumping whatever fluid into the
city sewer system, why was it done in such a
covert manner rather than taking it to the city
water treatment facility?

We were unable to attend the recent meeting on
the landfill situation, but understand this videaswy
addressed. As to the landfill situation, we bediev
the BOCC's choice to sell to a private concern is
ill advised, especially when one considers that
Putnam Co. would then be looking for some other
county taking our garbage 15 years down the
road. Rather than knowing that Putnam Co. would
not have to be concerned about where we would
be dumping for perhaps 50 years or more. We
understand there are regulations for the landfill
that will soon come into play and the expense to
remove the current garbage, line the landfill and
put the garbage back into it. To us, it just p@int
out the short sightedness of those in government
that were paid to make the correct decisions fer th
voters and did not.

At this junction, the most logical solution wdu
be to cover the current landfill before those
regulations come into effect and then begin
another landfill that has the proper lining. We
understand the county has 1200 acres, more than
enough to accommodate a proper landfill.

If you would want to receive the Putnam Co.
edition of theAmerican Patriot News
electronically, or wish to comment on our stories
with Letters to the Editore-mail us at:

am-patriot-new2013@bellsouth.net

Iran Products Plumhing

umher Hill' ectrica

Hardware & Recyeling
1770 US Hwy .17 PO Box EO7 « Pomona Park, FL 32181
RODNEY & CATHY SHEFFIELD
awners

Pet Supplies

Metal Culverts
386-849-5479 p,, Supplies

Lawn & Garden

Jue and Karen Smith

386-328-9216
CHEYENNE SALOON, INC.

E. Palatka, FL 32131-0440

Catering - Bar - Food
Licensed / Insured

www.cheyennesaloon.com
chevennesaloon@hbellsouth.net
Little Daytona in the Country
Fast becoming one of Florida's Best Biker Party Spots

"Your Vehicle Repaired With Pride"

1117 SR 20
Interlachen FL 32148
tmtautoclinic@windstream.net

684 - 1901 (v)
336| 684 - 0255 ()

T GAMBLER ©

S Chrfhersheis - BRSS BOATS
1_|| STERLING  SH HARWA'I kR

=—= S & A LEISURE, INC.
i MOTOR GLIIDE - MINN KOTA
{388) 467-7000

Fax {386) 467-7003
580 Third Ave.
P.0. Box 850
VWelaka, FL 32193-0850

Scott & Taffy Smith
www.sa-leisure.com

Hairy Business Salon, Inc.

nita Lee
Stylist

2509 Crill Ave, Suite 600
Palatka, FL - 32177

386-325-3330

Jane Chong - Stylist

2509 Crill Ave., Suite 600
Palatka, FL - 32177

(B) 386-325-3330 (C) 386-916-7639

1148 Co. Rd. 309
(Fruitland)

"for the best pizza
and Italian food in
Putnam County"

} pU? '

 ITALIAN GRILLE

"and live music in
our tiki bar"

The Upholstery Guy

"You're covered with comfort in mind”

Furniture Re-upholstered & Repaired -
Residential, Commercial & Marine
Antiques & Custom-Made Upholstery

386-649-4954 Aaron Rounsavall, owner
904-540-4382 aarontheupholsteryguy@yahoo.com

Pawnderosa Gun & Pawn

Howdy Partner!
Big Al
and Skeeter
and Gals

Phone (386) 649-9944
1969 South US Hwy 17
Crescent City, Florida

E-mail: pawnderosa@outlook.com
Fax: (386) 649-0946

Peck-A-B0O0 Windon Tinting
and custom auto design
386-546-9107
904-403-8203

284 Sounth US 17
E. Palatka, FL 32131

Chris Johnson

full service electronics,
navigation systems
and entertainment

also residential and
commerical window films

Nautilus Realty
and Management Company

LenoreD Toole "KIWI
5 ReallnrfBrnker :

Lee's Lunker Lodge
130 Lunker Lodze Rd.
Georgetown, F1. 32139

386-467-9855
Riverview Southern Style Dining

Lunker Lodge  Riverfront Cabins, Lodging & RV sites
Fst. 1920 Boat docking & slips

Ovmners- Wes & Lee Smith
wwwlinkerlodgefishcamp.com

MARK
HART

KELLY

(P .!-l .,
DIANIOND HART
CUSTOM

SEATS

"SINCE SUPERIOR HAND MADE
1974" QUALITY, COMFORT & SERVICE

800 722-9995
386 698-2737
Fax - 386 698-2762

P.O. Box 489
Seville, FL - 32120
diamondseats.com

REI"AIR

Don’t-Get Nervous...
% - ¥ -
Call Eor Service.

386-559-2455 1763 8. HWY 17
werw.rickseycleservice.com SERLUIVNEREA S I B

Your business card ad here, four times a month in
600 weekly papers distributed through
Putnam County
For only $15 a month, billed quarterly!
Contact us at:
am-patriot-new2013@bellsouth.net



