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Senate OKs Keystone XL
Pipeline, Setting Up Fight
With Obama

Krishnadev Calamur

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky., prepares to speak to the media Thursday
before the Senate voted to approve the
Keystone XL pipeline.

The Senate in a bipartisan 62-t0-36 vote approved
Thursday the Keystone XL pipeline project,
setting up a faceoff with the White House, which
has threatened a presidential veto.

Nine Democrats joined 53 Republicans to pass the
measure, which now must be reconciled with a
version passed last month by the House. The
Senate vote is also not enough to override a
presidential veto.

NPR's Ailsa Chang tells our Newscast unit the
measure is the first passed by the Senate in the
new Congress. She says the Senate worked
through dozens of amendments over three weeks
despite the veto threat.

The U.S. State Department, which has been
reviewing the pipeline for more than six years, is
now deciding whether the project to carry oil from
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico is in the national
interest. Congressional Republicans want to short-
circuit that years-long process and grant the
Keystone XL pipeline a permit immediately.

As we have previously reported, the "pipeline is a
hot-button political issue, with politicians from
both parties, some unions and energy companies
supporting its approval while environmental
groups, some Nebraska landowners and some
liberal Democrats oppose it."

Supporters say it will create more than 40,000
jobs, but opponents are skeptical — with one
estimate noting that it would create just 35
permanent jobs.

NPR's Jeff Brady previously reported that the
pipeline is controversial primarily because it
would transport crude from Canada's tar sands,
which emit more pollution during production than
traditional forms of oil. But a State Department
environmental review last year concluded the
pipeline wouldn't have a significant effect on
greenhouse gas emissions.

The White House has vowed to veto any
legislation that approves the $8 billion project,
saying it is awaiting the State Department's review
The American Petroleum Institute welcomed the
vote, saying it hopes "the president will seiza thi
opportunity to work collaboratively with Congress
to advance sound energy policy while creating
thousands of jobs."

But David Arkush, head of Public Citizen's
Climate Program, called the vote "shameful,” and
urged Obama to "reject it."

McCain Calls Protesters
'‘Low-Life Scum' At Senate
Hearing

Krishnadev Calamur

Protesters interrupt the start of a Senate Armed
Services hearing on Capitol Hill Thursday, as
former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
prepares to testify.

By: J. Scott Applewhite/AP

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., lashed out at anti-war
demonstrators protesting the presence of former
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger at a Senate
hearing, calling them "low-life scum."

Kissinger, 91, and other former secretaries oéstat
in both Republican and Democratic
administrations, were at the Senate Armed
Services Committee, which McCain chairs, for a
hearing on global security challenges.

A small group of protesters held banners calling
Kissinger a "war criminal” and urged his arrest for
U.S. actions when he served in the Nixon
administration as National Security Advisor and
Secretary of State.

"Arrest Henry Kissinger for war crimes," they
chanted.

Critics have accused Kissinger of war crimes for
covert actions the U.S. government conducted in
Chile, Vietnam, East Timor, Cambodia and Laos.
McCain ordered Capitol police to remove the
protesters.

"Get out of here, you low-life scum," he said.

British Fighters 'Escort’
Russian Bombers Near U.K,
Airspace

Scott Neuman

A photo taken in October and provided by
Britain's Royal Air Force shows a Russian
"Bear" bomber similar to the one that grazed
U.K. airspace on Wednesday.

By: Robyn Stewart/AP
The British government has summoned Russia's

ambassador to the United Kingdom, asking him to
explain why a pair of nuclear-capable Russian

long-range "Bear" bombers had flown alarmingly
close to U.K. airspace.

In a situation reminiscent of the Cold War, British
Typhoon fighters were scrambled to intercept the
TU-95s on Wednesday. Ultimately, the bombers
did not enter U.K. airspace, but a spokesman for
the Foreign Office in London said the incident was
part of "an increasing pattern of out-of-area
operations by Russian aircraft,” Sky News says.
According to the BBC:

"The planes were 'escorted' by RAF jets
‘throughout the time they were in the UK area of
interest’, officials added.

"Russia’'s ambassador has been summoned to
‘account for the incident." "

Reuters quotes an unnamed British government
source as saying that:

"[The] incident ... was viewed as 'a significant
escalation' and marked a change in strategy since
Russian aircraft had previously largely confined
themselves to flying close to Scotland.

"It was very dangerous. Civil aircraft flying toe
UK had to be rerouted,' the source was quoted by
Reuters as saying. 'The Russians were flying with
their transponders turned off so could only be seen
on military radar. They haven't flown this far dout
before.""

Electric Utilities Face A
Disruptive Future

By Llewellyn King for Oilprice.com.

Cheap gas and oil aren't the only forces disrupting
the U.S. electric system. Solar is already wreaking
havoc, and large-scale batteries are looming.
What Uber and Lyft have done to the taxi industry
worldwide is just beginning to happen to the
electricity industry; and it could shock consumers
— particularly the less affluent — as surely as
though they had stuck their finger in an electrical
outlet.

The disruptive revolution is not only happening
here, but also in Europe, as Marc Boillot, senior
vice president dElectricite de France(EDF), the
giant French utility, writes in a new book.
Ironically, here in the United States, disruptidn o
the otherwise peaceful world of electric generation
and sale last year was a bumper one for electric
stocks because of their tradition of paying
dividends at a time when bond yields were low.
The first wave of disruption to electric generation
has been a technology as benign as solar power
units on rooftops, much favored by governments
and by environmentalists as a green source of
electricity. For the utilities, these rooftop
generators are a threat to the integrity of the
electrical grid. To counter this, utilities wouléé

to see the self-generators pay more for the upkeep
of the grid and the convenience it affords them.
Think of the grid as a series of spider webs built
around utility companies serving particular
population centers, and joined to each other so
they can share electricity, depending on need and
price.

Enter the self-generating homeowner, who by law
is entitled to sell excess production back to the
grid, or to buy on the grid when it is very cold or
the sun isn't shining, as at night. The system of
selling back to the electric company is known as
net metering.

Good deal? Yes, for the homeowner who can
afford to install a unit or lease one from one of a
growing number of companies that provide that
service. Lousy deal for the full-time electricity
customer who rents or lives in an apartment
building.
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There's the rub: Who pays the cost of maintaining
the grid while the rooftop entrepreneur uses it at
will? Short answer: everyone else.

In reality, the poor get socked. Take Avenue A
with big houses at one end and apartments and
tenements at the other. The big houses -- with thei
solar panels and owners' morally superior smiles --
are being subsidized by the apartments and
tenements. They have to pay to keep the grid
viable, while the free-standing house — it doesn't
have to be a mansion -- gets a subsidy.

It's a thorny issue, akin to the person who casgt u
Uber or Lyft because he doesn't have a credit card
or a smartphone, and has to hope that traditional
taxi service will survive.

The electric utilities, from the behemoths to the
smallest municipal distributor, see the solution in
an equity fee for the self-generating customer's
right to come on and off the grid, and for an
appreciable difference between his selling and
buying price. Solar proponents say, not fair: Solve
your own problems. We are generating clean
electricity and our presence is a national asset.
EDF's Boillot sees the solution in the utilities/ro
technological leap forward: the so-called smart
grid. This is the computerization of the grid satth

it is more finely managed, waste is eliminated, and
pricing structures for homes reflect the exact cost
at the time of service. His advice was eagerly
sought when he was in Washington recently,
promoting his book, entitled "Advanced Smart
Grids."

While today's solar may be a problem for the
utilities, tomorrow's may be more so. Homeowners
who can afford it may be able to get off the grid
altogether by using the battery in an all-eleatgc

to tide them over during the sunless hours.

The industry is not taking this lying down: It's
talking to the big solar firms, the regulators and,
yes, to Elon Musk, founder of electric-car maker
Tesla Motors. He may be the threat and he may
be the savior; those all-electric cars will neddta

of charging, and stations for that are cropping up.
There's a ray of sunshine for the utilities, bist it
quite a way off. Meanwhile, the rooftop disruption
is here and now.

Blacks and Lincoln’s Party

By CS Bennett

This is Black
History Month,
so | begin this
article with a
guestion. How
can Blacks
continue to
angrily hold this
great country
responsible for
the institution of
slavery and yet,
totally dismiss the actions of the very political
party (the Democratic Party) that enslaved them,
tortured them, raped them, beat them, and lynched
them? How can Blacks hate the political
movement (the Republican Party and
conservatism) that liberated them from slavery and
has fought for their civil rights continuously and
have never come anywhere close to causing
Blacks the hell on earth they've suffered from the
political party they are in bed with now? Go
figure.

As more Black conservatives spread the
historical truth about the Party of Lincoln (the
Republican Party), self-appointed community
leaders and community agitators are countering by
telling Blacks that the Republican Party and the
Democratic Party switched roles back in the day.
In other words, the good guys suddenly became
the bad guys and the bad guys suddenly became
the good guys. Someone please tell me how does
that happen? Did the two parties get together over
wine and cheese and agreed to switch roles? Did

all of the racists in the Democrat Party join the
Republican Party and all of the conservatives join

the Democrat Party? No, that is not what
happened...but still go figure.

Apathy, that's the name of the game in our
minority neighborhoods today. Sadly, many
minorities think that politics is some college
elective you can chose to pass on, or totally ignor
because they have better things to do with their
time and energy. Yet, when they get hit with high
taxes and high energy bills and high
unemployment rates, they are the first to complain
and ask, “How and when did all of this happen?”
Then there are those who say, “Well, I'm just not
into politics.” But these are the same people who
will attend an event featuring the first Black this
and the first Black that and in droves, all for the
historical significance of it, but are missing in
action when it comes to city commissioner
meetings, county commissioner meetings, and
PTO meetings at their schools, save for a handful
of Blacks.

In spite of these obstacles, | hold out hopé tha
we, as conservatives, can convince Blacks to
return home to the party of prosperity and
freedom, which happens to be the party that
liberated their ancestors from slavery. | hope
someday they realize that the chains and shackles
placed on their ancestors by the Democrat Party
remain in place around them today. | hope that
they someday will catch onto the treachery used by
the Democrat Party to maintain control over them
as a voting bloc. My hope is that they will realize
they are still beholding to a political party that
expects, and almost demands, dependency,
political apathy, and a life of poverty from its
constituency. Honestly, this is but another form of
slavery.

To change this, more conservatives, true
conservatives, Black, White and Asians, will have
to reach out and educate Blacks and Hispanics
about the Republican Party’s proud history. And
conservatives have got to continue the fight td ous
Establishment Republicans (most who are former
democrats), many who have no interest in reaching
out to Blacks and no interest in the party’s proud
history. Conservatism, more than liberalism and
libertarianism, has done more to farther the cause
of Blacks and minorities and all Americans. This
is not taught in government run schools. We, as
conservatives, will have to educate and awaken the
nation, especially Blacks, if we want to remain a
viable voice and political force in the halls and
chambers of Congress and the White House. We
are running out of time people. If we are to
succeed in this endeavor, we need to bring back
the fighting spirit of the 1860s Radical
Republicans. Who are these men? Look them up,
is my advice. There’s a lot we can learn from our
predecessors and our founders.

The Confirmation Hearings of US
Attorney General Nominee Loretta
Lynch

Transcript

e
L

By: Sharmini Peries, TRNN:

The nomination hearing of Loretta Lynch,
President Obama's candidate for attorney general,
is underway. On Wednesday, she testified before
the nominations committee about her
qualifications for the position. Let's have a look.
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LORETTA LYNCH, NOMINEE FOR U.S.
ATTORNEY GENERAL.: It has been my signal
honor to work hand-in-hand with dedicated law
enforcement officers and agents who risk their
lives every day in the protection of the
communities we all serve. | have served with
them. | have learned from them. | am a better
prosecutor because of them.
Few things have pained me more than the recent
reports of tension and division between law
enforcement and the communities we serve. If
confirmed as attorney general, one of my key
priorities would be to work to strengthen the vital
relationships between our courageous law
enforcement personnel and all of the communities
we serve.
PERIES: Now joining me to discuss the pending
appointment is Bruce Dixon. He is the managing
editor of the Black Agenda Report.
Thank you so much for joining me, Bruce.
BRUCE DIXON, MANAGING EDITOR,
BLACK AGENDA REPORT: Thanks for inviting
me, Sharmini.
PERIES: So one of the most contentious things
this country is facing right now is the relatiornshi
between African-American communities and the
various police forces across the country, with over
500 killings of black community members in this
country per year. Now, this is a huge undertaking
in terms of trying to address this problem. Eric
Holder and President Obama has fallen short in
terms of really getting at the root of the problem
here. Do you think she comes with any
gualifications to address the whole area of civil
rights and civil liberties?
DIXON: Well, once again, yes, she's got eminent
gualifications. Unfortunately, they're on the other
side. She was the head of the Brooklyn DA's office
for a good long while, and she was an assistant
prosecutor there for a while, too. So she marked
herself out as an exceptionally vicious prosecutor.
The federal law enforcement authorities often aid
and abet the local ones by enabling police to--by
enabling local police to do certain kinds of fedlera
things and by granting authority to them that they
wouldn't otherwise have without federal
cooperation.
But the federal criminal justice system, as any
defense attorney will tell you, is a machine
designed to manufacture convictions of poor
people. Federal prosecutors, more than 95 percent
of cases in federal court never go to trial. They'r
all plea-bargained because the prosecutors load uj
the charges and they offer people the choice
between decades in jail or pleading guilty to
whatever offense the prosecutor designates if you
should plead guilty to it. So cases don't everogo t
trial. And this is the kind of person we're getting
terms of criminal law. So her qualifications onttha
score are about the same as her qualifications in
the area of white-collar crime and protecting the
public interest that way.
PERIES: Bruce, among the many qualifications
that Loretta Lynch has, one that is cited on her
record as an asset is the fact that from 2003 to
2005 she served as a board member of the New
York Federal Reserve Bank. What do you make of
this?
DIXON: Well, it sort of tells you who this lady.
We know who the Fed is. The Fed are a bunch of
private powerful actors in the financial sector who
basically control the economy of this country. And
if she was entitled to sit on the board with those
people, then that's who and what she is.
We really ought to note that whether it's the
Republicans bringing us Clarence Thomas or the
Democrats bringing us characters like Jay
Johnson, the Defense Department lawyer Eric
Holder, or Sonia Sotomeyer, or this lady here,
we're always being brought lawyers who are
always corporate lawyers and corporate figures.
We never seem to get a people's lawyer in the
Justice Department or as attorney general or on th
federal bench.
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Ms. Lynch has never represented a poor person.
She's never represented someone being
dispossessed or evicted. She's never represented
anyone accused of a crime, except of white-collar
crime. And when you look on her Justice
Department bio, it says that during her first tenur
at the Justice Department she was the chair of the
white-collar crime subcommittee. And apparently
her expertise in white-collar crime was defending
white-collar criminals, not prosecuting them. And
so that's the sort of lawyer she is.

And the fact that she's black and wears a skirt is
going to be--and is articulate is going to be used
manufacture a whole lot of stand by a sister
moments. But Ms. Lynch is a corporate figure, and
she really represents the people who are on the
Fed. She represents Bank of America. She
represents those kinds of interests, not the psople
interests.

PERIES: Right. According to one of our regular
guests on The Real News, Bill Black, who wrote
the book The Best Way to Rob a Bank Is to Own
One--and he was a former bank regulator--
according to him, as far as Eric Holder, her
predecessor or the current attorney general'sdecor
is concerned, there was not one prosecution of a
big banker. And do you think she will be any
different?

DIXON: Well, on her DOJ biography and in other
places it also notes that Ms. Lynch negotiated the
settlement with Citicorp. Citicorp was accused of
mortgage fraud, bundling those fraudulent
mortgages together to sell them to investors. So
Citicorp was one of the actors directly responsible
for crashing the economy. And Loretta Lynch was
part of the deal that let them off with a $7 biflio
settlement and, as Bill Black, said didn't lock up
one white-collar criminal. So this is who she islan
this is what we're getting.

PERIES: Right. And then, finally, she spent quite
a bit of time serving as special counsel for chief
prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, the
tribunal on Rwanda, which she says was defining
for her in terms of her legal career. What do we
know about this experience of hers?

DIXON: The Rwanda story is a really useful one,
has proved to be a really useful one for the
architects of American foreign policy. It's been
massively misportrayed to us as in incidents of--
what was it? Huto on Tutsi genocide and an affair
that the United States should have involved itself
deeper in earlier to prevent genocide, when real
investigators on the ground have discovered and
confirmed that a significant proportion of the
murders that the place that season in Rwanda were
committed by Paul Kagame and the people who
actually won that war and the crew who actually
rules Rwanda now.

And the genacide story, the hotel Rwanda story
that we're being sold, really does not explain what
happened in Rwanda one little bit. And the
winners in that war, the people whom Loretta
Lynch and the rest of them are painting as the
good guys in the Rwanda story, are the ones who
bear more responsibility than anyone else for the 6
million dead in the Congo since 1994. So Loretta,
if she was involved in that, she has some redl, rea
African blood on her hands.

PERIES: And | understand that Kagame was
actually acquitted of most of the killings, andttha
was really the result of the Rwanda tribunal.
DIXON: Kagame was never even accused of
anything. He was painted as the good guy who
stopped the killings.

PERIES: Bruce, | want to thank you so much for
joining us today and shedding some light on the
candidate for attorney general.

DIXON: Whoopie. | hope someday we can
actually see a people's lawyer in that post,
somebody like your guy Bill Black, somebody like
Michael Ratner, or somebody like, | don't know,
Flint Taylor, who founded the People's Law Office
in Chicago. If Thurgood Marshall was alive today,
he'd stand no chance to get a federal judgeship or
any kind of appointment at the Justice Department.
That's how low we've sunk under this black
president.

PERIES: Thank you so much, Bruce.

How Russia outfoxes

its enemies
By Lucy Ash BBC News

Russia's annexation of Crimea last year caught
almost everyone off guard. The Russian military
disguised its actions, and denied them - but those
"little green men" who popped up in the Black Sea
peninsula were a textbook case of the Russian
practice of military deception - or maskirovka.

At a cadet school in the southern suburbs of
Moscow, Maj Gen Alexander Vladimirov heaves
two enormous red volumes off his bookcase and
slams them down on the table. "My Theory and
Science of Warfare," he says, beaming. "It's three
times longer than Leo Tolstoy's War and Peace!"
Vladimirov, vice-president of Russia's Collegium
of Military Experts, is an authority amaskirovka

- the hallmark of Russian warfare and a word
which translates as "something masked" or "a little
masquerade”.

"As soon as man was born, he began to fight," he
says. "When he began hunting, he had to paint
himself different colours to avoid being eaten by a
tiger. From that point on maskirovka was a part of
his life. All human history can be portrayed as the
history of deception."

Vladimirov quotes liberally from the Roman
general Frontinus and the ancient Chinese
philosopher Sun Tzu who described war as an
eternal path of cunning.

But it's Russia, he tells me, with unmistakable
pride, that has over the centuries really honed
these techniques to perfection.

One of the most famous examples is the Battle of
Kulikovo Field in 1380, when the young
Muscovite, Prince Dmitry Donskoy, and 50,000
Russian warriors fought against 150,000 Tatar-
Mongolian soldiers led by Khan Mamai. It was the
first time the Slavs were fighting as a united army
- Russia against the Golden Horde.

"The fighting was very tough, but we eventually
triumphed thanks to one regiment hiding in the
forest," says Vladimirov. "They attacked
ferociously and unexpectedly and the ambushed
Tatars ran away."

The battle of Kulikovo Field in 1380 (20th
Century painting)

But that was just a start. Vladimirov reels off om
more recent legendary battles in which Russia
outfoxed its enemies, with flair and cunning.
There was the Jassy-Kishinev operation of August
1944, which featured dozens of dummy tanks as
well as whole Red Army divisions sent in false
directions to throw the Germans off the scent.
And that came just after Operation Bagration in
Belorussia had dealt Hitler's troops a devastating
blow.

"It was clear the military skill of Soviet leaders
outclassed the Germans," Vladimirov says. "Our
generals decided not to go the easy way along the
road but through the swamps! That way they
attacked the rear of the German forces. That's
mastery for you! All throughout Bagration, there
were colossal examples of maskirovka involving
thousands of tanks and troops. After that the war
was practically over."
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Out of 117 divisions and six brigades, half were
destroyed and the rest suffered 50% losses - half ¢
million Germans died there.

ation, 194
Surprise is a key ingredient in maskirovka and the
clandestine forces which occupied Crimea last
February certainly delivered that.

Pyotr Shelomovskiy, a Russian photojournalist,
was there as they arrived. He had rushed down to
Crimea expecting tensions to arise after Ukraine's
Russian-backed president, Viktor Yanukovych,
fled the country - and on 24 February he watched
local pro-Russian activists building a small
barricade on the square outside parliament.
Maskirovka is used to wrong-foot your enemies, to
keep them guessing”

"They started brewing tea and distributing drinks.
Some journalists, myself included, were allowed to
take pictures,” says Shelomovskiy, "and that was it
for the night."

Or so he thought. But in the small hours,
unmarked military trucks drove up filled with
heavily armed men.

"They ordered those demonstrators to lie face
down on the ground - until they realised they were
on the same side," says Shelomovskiy. Then they
made them carry ammunition into the parliament.
He was told this story by the activists the next
morning. "They didn't really understand
themselves what was going on," he says.

The troops which had arrived in the dark, as if by
magic, with no insignia on their olive-coloured
uniforms, were soon nicknamed "little green men".
"We know now these guys were Russian special
forces," says Shelomovskiy. "But no-one said so at
the time."

- fGerr/maces]

One of the "little green men" - Russian soldiers
without insignia spearheading the 2014 annexation
of Crimea

Denial is another vital component in maskirovka.
At a press conference a few days later Vladimir
Putin coolly batted away awkward questions about
where the troops came from.

"There are many military uniforms. Go into any
shop and you can find one," he said.

But were they Russian soldiers? Poker-faced, the
president said the men were local self-defence
units.

Five weeks later, once the annexation had been
rubber-stamped by the Parliament in Moscow,
Putin admitted Russian troops had been deployed
in Crimea after all. But the lie had served its
purpose. Maskirovka is used to wrong-foot your
enemies, to keep them guessing.

Vladirr;ir Putin in Crimea,May 2014 after the
region was annexed
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Maj Gen Gordon 'Skip' Davis, in charge of
operations and intelligence at Nato's military HQ
in Belgium, admits it took him and his colleagues
some time to figure out the "size and the scale" of
the troop reinforcement which was "continuously
denied by the Russians".

But if Nato was taken by surprise, the historian
and journalist Anne Applebaum was not.

"I knew immediately what it was because it
reminded me of 1945. It looked so familiar," she
says.

"With Crimea | got a bizarre sense of deja vu,
because bringing in soldiers who weren't really
soldiers - that was what the NKVD did in Poland
after the war. They also created fake political
entities which nobody had seen before, with fake
ideologies already attached to them... It's a game
of smoke and mirrors."

After Crimea came the war in eastern Ukraine.
Officially there are no Russian troops or little
green men fighting there either - only patriotic
volunteers who have gone to the region on
holiday.

But there is growing evidence of Moscow's
intervention in the separatist conflict including a
mounting toll of Russian soldiers killed in action.
In August Russian TV showed footage of water
and baby food being loaded on to lorries heading
for Ukraine's war zone. The Russian government
called this humanitarian aid but many were more
than a little suspicious. Nato already had pleffity o
intelligence about Russian air defence and awiller
forces moving into Ukraine.

Maj Gen Davis calls the first convoy "a
wonderful example of maskirovka" because it
created something of a media storm. TV crews
breathlessly followed the convoy, trying to find
out what was really inside the green army trucks
which had been hastily repainted white. Was this a
classic Trojan horse operation to smuggle weapons
to rebel militias? And would the Ukrainian
authorities allow the convoy in?

The Russian humanitarian aid convoy - a classic
case of maskirovka?

"All the while at other border crossing points
controlled by the Russians - not by the Ukrainians
- equipment, personnel and troops were passing
into Eastern Ukraine," says Davis. He sees the
convoy as a clever "diversion or distraction".

The fog of war isn't something which just
happens - it's something which can be
manufactured. In this case the Western media were
bamboozled, but the compliant Russian media has
also worked hard to generate fog.

The Russian strategy, both at home and abroad, is
to say there is no such thing as truth”
Peter Pomerantsev, Russian film-maker
Ukrainian novelist Andrei Kurkov says he is
constantly amazed by what he calls "the fantasy
and imagination of Russian journalists". One of
the most lurid stories broadcast on a Moscow TV
channel claimed that a three-year-old boy in
Sloviansk - a town in eastern Ukraine with a
mostly Russian-speaking population - was
crucified... for speaking Russian.

The TV report is still online. A blonde woman,
her voice choked with emotion, tells a serious-
looking Russian news reporter that the three-year-
old child was nailed to a wooden notice board in
front of his mother and died in agony. The mother
she alleges, was then tied to a tank and dragged
through the streets until she died. She adds kmat s
is risking her life by talking but wants to protect
children against Ukrainian soldiers who behave
like beasts and fascists.

"The lady claimed she'd witnessed this horrible
story in Sloviansk," says Kurkov. "But then she
mentioned the name of the square where it

happened and this square doesn't exist in
Sloviansk. There's no such place."

As Kurkov says, the story doesn't stand up. It
emerged that the woman eyewitness had a history
of filing false police reports and her own parents
said they thought she'd given the interview for
money.

The elements of maskirovka

Surprise

Kamufliazh- camouflage

Demonstrativnye maneviymanoeuvres
intended to deceive

Skrytie- concealment

Imitatsia- the use of decoys and military
dummies

Dezinformatsia disinformation, a
knowing attempt to deceive

TV and the digital world are awash with similar
reports. A group of Kiev journalism students who
set up a website to expose fake stories say some
approaches are more sophisticated than this,
mixing truth and falsehood to produce a report that
appears credible. But even an incredible story may
serve to confuse, and create uncertainty.

Peter Pomerantsev, who recently spent several
years working on documentaries and reality shows
for Russian TV, argues that Russian state media
are not just distorting truth in Ukraine, they go
much further, promoting a seductive nihilism.

"The Russian strategy, both at home and abroad, is
to say there is no such thing as truth," he says.

"I mean, you know, 'The Americans are bad,
we're bad, and everyone's bad, so what's the big
deal about us being a bit corrupt? You know our
democracy's a sham, their democracy's a sham.'

"It's a sort of cynicism that actually resonates
very powerfully in the West nowadays with this
lack of self-confidence after the Iraq War, aftes t
financial crash - and that's what the Russians are
hoping for, just to take that cynicism and then use
that in a military environment.”

Of course, every country uses strategies of
deception. Churchill famously said: "In wartime,
truth is so precious she should always be
accompanied by a bodyguard of lies." The
Americans call such tactics CC&D - concealment,
camouflage and deception.

So what sets Russia apart? Maj Gen Skip Davis
argues Western forces are sometimes economical
with the truth but says they don't tell outrigtetsli

"We are talking about denial of information - in
other words, not confirming facts - versus blatantl
denying. Saying, 'No that's not us invading, that's
not our forces there, that's someone else's.”

But what about the false information that propelled
Britain and the US into war with Iraq? Few would
now deny that the facts on WMD were massaged
in a maskirovka-type way. The word Davis keeps
coming back to is "mindset". He insists
maskirovka has become a modus operandi for
Russia itself.

"I think that there is an alignment between what
probably started out as military doctrine, but now
is much more a part of state policy and there's an
alignment between the strategic down to the
tactical level in terms of the mindset of
maskirovka."

This perception is nothing new for Russia's
neighbours. A decade ago Andrei Kurkov
predicted recent events in Ukraine in his book, The
President's Last Love. He writes in Russian and
most of his books are on sale there but this one
was stopped at the border.
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A Ukrainian solder stands guard on a checkpoint
near Donetsk, August 2014

"Putin is one of the main characters," he says.
"In this book he promises the Ukrainian president
that he will annex Crimea and cut the gas supply
and lots of other things that later became reality
this is the reason why the book is banned."

Isn't it uncanny that he managed such accurate
predictions?

"l don't think it was difficult - somehow when
you live in a not very logical world, when the logi
of absurdity prevails and the players don't evelve
it's actually quite simple."

Sen. Sanders Presents $1
Trillion Infrastructure Bill
as Job Creator

JESSICA DESVARIEUX, TRNN PRODUCER:
America's roads and bridges need a makeover.
That's according to the American Society of Civil
Engineers, which gave the U.S. a D-plus for its
current infrastructure.

In Washington, Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders is
trying to do something about it.

BERNIE SANDERS, U.S. SENATOR (I-VT):
And what | could tell you: if you turn your back on
infrastructure and you don't invest, do you know
what happens? It gets worse. It doesn't get better
all by itself.

DESVARIEUX: To make infrastructure better,
Sanders introduced the Rebuild America Act. The
bill would invest $1 trillion over five years and
provide 13 million living wage jobs, an issue he
says should get support no matter where you stanc
on the political spectrum.

SANDERS: So what we hope to do--and I'm so
pleased that we have different organizations here--
is to kind of rally the American people to have the
Congress do what they know needs to be done.
Now, where the debate will take place, how big
should it be, yeah, this is pretty big, but I think
America should lead. We should have big ideas.
We should put millions of people back to work.
Other people may want to be doing this thing in a
smaller way. How do you pay for it? That's going
to be a real debate.

DESVARIEUX: The debate on funding
infrastructure is already taking shape. Last week i
a 60 Minutes interview, Senate majority leader
Republican Mitch McConnell and Speaker of the
House John Boehner said they would support a
plan to revitalize infrastructure. But raising taxe
on the wealthy would not be a way to pay for it.

INTERVIEWER: From the president's State of
Union address let me ask you: dead or alive, raise
taxes on the wealthy?

MITCH MCCONNELL, U.S. SENATOR (R-

KY): Why would we want to raise taxes on
people?

INTERVIEWER: I'll take that as a dead.

MCCONNELL: Dead. Real dead.



.............. continued frompage 4...................
DESVARIEUX: Dead may be the fate of the
bill if it follows its predecessors. In the two
previous congresses, when Democrats controlled
the Senate, two iterations of this Rebuild America
Act never passed. The 2011 version never made it
past the filibuster. The vote was 51-49, with all
Republicans and two members of the Democratic
Caucus--Joe Lieberman of Connecticut and Ben
Nelson of Nebraska--voting no.

This bill was on a much smaller scale than
Sanders's bill and called for only $50 billion in
spending, which would have been paid for with a
0.7 percent increase on incomes that exceeded $1
million a year.

With this new bill, Sanders is not including a
plan for funding the infrastructure. Sanders says
the path to funding is clear to him if it's in the
interests of everyday people.

SANDERS: When you have hedge fund
managers in this country paying a lower effective
tax rate than firemen or nurses, | think there are
progressive ways to raise the money.

DESVARIEUX: Another way to raise money is
to look at corporate tax havens that groups like
Campaign for America's Future say are trying to
evade taxes.

ISAIAH POOLE, COMM. DIRECTOR,
CAMPAIGN FOR AMERICA'S FUTURE:

The workaround that seems to be catching fire
on Capitol Hill is allowing corporations who have
stashed profits overseas to bring those profitk bac
into the country at a sharply reduced tax rate and
use some of that money for infrastructure
improvements. That is something that we have
imposed, because it basically rewards corporations
for evading taxes.

If we are not engaged, this debate over
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infrastructure in the Congress is going to go in a
way that is not going to be helpful for ordinary
people. It may end up being a scheme that benefit:
corporations, but it won't be a scheme that bexefit
the rest of us. And that's why we need to stay
engaged.

DESVARIEUX: Staying engaged and
demanding change--these are two things Senator
Sanders say are essential to making this bill a
reality.

SANDERS: This is not a debate about the
severity of the problem. Everybody knows it. You
cannot continue to push it under the rug.
Infrastructure will only get worse. It will become
more expensive. We'll waste more money. The
American people have got to demand that their
members of Congress act and act now.

DESVARIEUX: For The Real News Network,
Jessica Desvarieux, Washington.

American Patniet News
Florida & Puinam County

From the Staff of
American Patriot News:

The month of January began with multiple
challenges for our small staff and their antiquated
equipment. We have had trouble with printers and
networks that kept us from printing several issues.

We were able to get help from James Cram to
solve our network issues. We would like to say a
special “Thanks” to him for his hard work and
expertise.

Now that our printer and network are operational
again we should be able to keep the issues rolling
out.

One problem we are facing now is the folding
and distribution of the paper. We are asking for
help from readers in that respect. What we need
are a few people from each area of distribution to
assist with the folding and distribution in their
area.

If you live in the Palatka area or Crescent City
and would like to contribute to the weekly folding
and distribution in your area please contact Robert
Bley atAPN.Robert@yahoo.comfor details.

Another idea that we have been entertaining is
the addition of more staff members in the writing
of articles and production of the paper. We strive
to uncover stories that matter to a wide audietfice o
Patriots who want nothing more than to see their
government work for them.

We strive to be as impartial as possible as

Journalists and pass the news along to our readers.

If this is something that you would like to
contribute to, feel free to contact us with ideas.

Looking to the future:

As the circulation of APN increases the idea of a
Website becomes more plausible. This paper along
with all back issues could be viewable online for
those who either don't get the publication locally
or may be traveling and want to keep up with the
local and world news they can’t find anywhere
else.

If you are a Website Designer and would like to
contribute your time to this project please contact
APN.Robert@yahoo.com

We are also looking for contributions to get new
equipment and publish the new website. If you feel
strongly about this publication and would like to
see it grow, send your contributions to:

American Patriot News
115 Dowda Circle
Crescent City, Fl 32112

Updates From BOCC:

By: Robert Bley

Jones Edmunds and Assoc. presented the
updated status of the landfill mining project being
carried out by contractor Phillips and Jordan. The
current contract is for mining 15 acres on themort
end of Phase 1 near one of the worst benzene
plumes contaminating the Wilkinson wells next
door.

JEA stated that the mining is approximately 75%
complete. They also stated that the contractor has
run into “A LOT” of tires. Chip Laibl spoke up
and said “I put them there” which was met with
laughter. Chip also corrected by saying they were
junk tires. There was also asbestos found which
will slow the cleanup process. JEA says the
contractor will need approximately 6 more weeks
and more funding than originally planned in the
contract.

Commissioner Harris asked Larry Gast whether
they had found any hazardous material to which
Gast replied there was nothing out of the ordinary
except for a large sandblasting barge buried.

Commissioner Larry Harvey asked Gast about
the budgeting for the mining. Gast pointed out that
the budgeted money will be what is used to cover
the extra $500,000. The total contract was written
for $2,500,000.

Bob Taylor spoke to the commissioners about
the new Fire Department in Bostwick. He
explained that they had run into unforeseen
problems with site preparation. The current
building proposed would be 5,000 square feet and
cost $670,000 to complete. This amount does not
include the engineer Taylor’s costs of $30,000
making the total about $700,000.

Commissioner Harvey asked to address Mr.
Taylor. Harvey said he had an “Eye Opening” talk
with the counties attorney Russ Castleberry about
the fire station and the June™eeting. Harvey
publicly announced he wanted to see a fire dept in
every city in the county. He then asked how the
contract could rise so much higher than originally
estimated.

Jeff Rawls from Synergy Fabrications LLC took
the podium next. He said he had asked Mr. Taylor
what the total cost of the project would be. Taylor
told him it would be about $700,000 total. He went
on to explain that his company had also submitted
a bid for the project.

Rawls said that his company had proposed to
build the entire project a lot cheaper without any
additional costs on the end like the current
contract. He went on to say that the county did not
have the best contract selection process. The
county selected a more expensive contractor from
out of town rather than allowed a local “Qualified”
contractor to do the work.

According to the Putnam County Code of
Ordinances Sec. 2-105

A preference will be given to the lowest
gualified bidder who:

1) Holds a current state business license and
submits a bid under the name on such license; anc
2) Submits a bid that is within 10% of the price
submitted by the lowest qualified non-local bidder;
and

3) Has maintained a place of business within the
county staffed by the bidder, or an employee of the
bidder, for a period of one-year immediately
preceding the date of the bid; and

4) Is incorporated under state law; or is a sole
proprietorship whose proprietor is a resident ef th
county; or is a partnership, all of whose partners
are residents of the county; or

5) Is a joint venture, all of whose venturers dyali
under the relevant portion of subsection (4); or

6) Is a limited liability company whose manager is
a resident of the county?

The preferred bidder shall be entitled to match
the lowest qualified bid and be considered the
lowest bidder by giving written notice to that
effect to the county by 4:00 p.m. on the second
business day after the bid opening.

Sec. 2-106. - Award to other than low bidder.

When the award is not given to the lowest
bidder, a full and complete statement of the
reasons for placing the order elsewhere shall be
prepared and signed by the general services
director and filed with the other papers relating t
the transaction. Award of all tie bids of $25,000 o
less shall be made by the general services ditector
All tie bids of more than $25,000 shall be awarded
by the board.

Rawls went on to explain that the building was
pre-engineered so there was no need for an
architect. He said the county is paying too much
for the building and was met with applause from
the audience. Then the County Attorney Russ
Castleberry quickly made sure Rawls
“Understood” that “We don’t consider price as
part of the evaluation process”. Castleberry also
stated “Don’t you understand it is against state la
to do that?” referring to the bid rejection.

Rawls went on to say that it did happen and he
was not notified when his bid was rejected. The
bid contract had stated that interviews “Would” be
conducted and they never were. Castleberry finally
said that the other bid had been looked at firdt an
that is why it was chosen.

Commissioner Flagg ended the meeting with a
word about past contracts and procedures. He saic
that the past is no indication of the future and he
would meet with those involved to assure this type
of thing does not happen again under his watch.
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