
How is America doing in 2012?
What better way to do this then to take a look at a typical 

American family?



The Franklin Family 2009The Franklin Family 2009
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Mr. Franklin is an 
engineer and has 
worked for Delphi 
Auto Parts now for 
12 years. Mrs. Franklin has 

run a daycare in 
the family home 
for 7 years now.

Tommy is 15 and 
loves sports, motor 
bikes, and fishing.



Sarah is 9 and 
enjoys playing in 
the garden, 
gymnastics  and 
reading.

Billy is 3 and 
loves to make 
his mom 
chase him 
around the 
house.

Buster is 42, in dog 
years, and works 
hard everyday 
hiding shoes in the 
yard.

The Franklin family moved into this home in 2003 after working 
and saving for almost 10 years in order to make a 20% down 

payment.

In 2006 their home was appraised at $370,000.



The Franklin family is a typical American family working hard to save 
for their retirement and a college education for their children along 
with the miscellaneous items that make life more enjoyable such as 

home entertainment,  going out to dinner, their annual family 
vacation,  and the new family pool.

Tommy is a 
member of the 

local motor 
cross club

Sarah is a 
member of a  

local gymnastic 
club

Tommy and Sarah are involved in local clubs



The Franklin’s work hard to be good citizens of their local 
community through volunteer work and charity.

• Mr. Franklin has $50 thousand in his pension with Delphi

• Mrs. Franklin’s IRA is now $26 thousand

• The college fund for the children is doing well

• The family home now has over $100 thousand in equity

• Tommy is beginning to look into colleges as he wants to be a 
doctor

• The family has just purchased some farm land just outside of 
town to grow vegetables for the family to do canning

In 2009. . .



ItIt’’s 2012!s 2012!

Almost 4 years have passed since we last checked in on the FrankAlmost 4 years have passed since we last checked in on the Franklin family, but lin family, but 
before we do. . . what has changed in America since 2009?before we do. . . what has changed in America since 2009?

• 2008 GM has received billions of tax payer dollars to bail out the company.  Today GM 
still owes taxpayers more than $25 Billion

•• GM went through bankruptcy, but not in accordance with law as seGM went through bankruptcy, but not in accordance with law as secured debt holders cured debt holders 
were not given first consideration, but rather the United Auto Wwere not given first consideration, but rather the United Auto Workers Union. This orkers Union. This 
violated U.S. contract law.violated U.S. contract law.

• Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac have received taxpayer dollars to stay afloat since 2008; 
approximately $151 Billion to subsidize sub‐prime mortgages

•• Cash 4 Clunkers program cost taxpayers approximately $3 Billion Cash 4 Clunkers program cost taxpayers approximately $3 Billion in taxpayer dollars in taxpayer dollars 
and destroyed more than 125,000 used cars.   and destroyed more than 125,000 used cars.   

• The last quarter of 2010 The Federal Reserve Bank injected over $600 Billion of cash 
into the economy via the U.S. Central Bank

•• SEIU has been unionizing in home day care providers across the nSEIU has been unionizing in home day care providers across the nation despite the ation despite the 
protest of private in home daycare providers.  protest of private in home daycare providers.  



It’s now 2012, how the Franklin family is doing? 

After GM was bailed out by our tax dollars they sold off 
one of their subsidiary companies, Delphi, and honored 
only the pensions of Delphi United Auto Worker Union 
members.  Mr. Franklin, a member of the International 
Union of Electrical Workers, lost his entire pension .

I can still find a job, this is 
Still America. I have to pick 
myself up and do the right 
thing for my family’s sake.

I can still find a job, this is 
Still America. I have to pick 
myself up and do the right 
thing for my family’s sake.



Mr. Franklin has been unable to find an equivalent job, but he has been 
working as a temporary worker on small jobs for the last 3 years.  

What Mr. Franklin doesn’t know is that many 
employers are waiting to see how much the 
new health care law is going to cost their 
business.  
Some businesses are even trying to get under 
50 employees in order to be exempt from 
some of the costly burdens. 
Many businesses are turning to temporary 
workers instead of direct hires.

I haven’t found a job 
paying what I used to 

make, but at least I 
am working and my 

family is still together

I haven’t found a job 
paying what I used to 

make, but at least I 
am working and my 

family is still together

The Franklin family relied on Mrs. Franklin’s daycare business for many months.  
She was a very caring provider and the children and parents were very happy 
with her service.  She had confidence in her ability and business to keep the 
family going.

Things were going o.k. until one day 
Mrs. Franklin received a letter in the 
mail stating she was now part of a 
union.  She would receive the dues 
invoice in the near future.

I built this business. 
After 9 years of 
running my own 
business how can 
this be happening?

I built this business. 
After 9 years of 
running my own 
business how can 
this be happening?



She didn’t know what to do!  There was no contact information on the letter, 
but it did look official.  She then looked up the organization cited on the letter; 
The Service Employees International Union.

Mrs. Franklin quickly learned 
how powerful this organization 
is and has subsequently begun 
paying her monthly union dues.  
She had a choice to either pay 
the dues or lose her business 
altogether.

Tommy graduated early and got a job to begin saving for a car and to get ready 
for college.  Despite the difficulties his family has gone through Tommy still felt 
things would get better. 

After about a year of working in the 
tanning salon he was informed the 
business would be closing.  He was 
devastated.  
The salon owner told Tommy that she 
could not stay in business with the 
new tax she would have to pay due to 
the President’s health care reform 
law.

Health care 
reform cost 
me my job?

Health care 
reform cost 
me my job?



Well at least I have saved enough to buy a used car.  Dad told me 3 years ago that 
if I could save at least $3,500, it would get me a decent first car.  I am happy 
because I have saved $5,000, which will give me money left over to keep in 
savings.

Three months of shopping for a used car 
has revealed that $5,000 isn’t enough for a 
decent first car.
What Tommy didn’t know is that the 
Cash4Clunkers program took over 125,00 
cars out of the used car market.  The law of 
supply and demand made it so lower 
income individuals are unable to afford a 
car.
Tommy also doesn’t know that this 
program cost Americans $3Billion dollars.

Sarah is now in the 7th grade and has learned about global warming, social 
justice, consumption, earth charter, sex education, and diversity.

Here are some of the statements / questions Sarah has been 
presenting to her parents:

•We read a book about a family that has two mommies and no 
daddy today
•My teacher talked about masturbation today
•If a family has two cars they are selfish
•We shouldn’t eat meat because it hurts the earth
•My teacher says I can’t say a prayer at lunch time
•Mommy you have too many shoes, you should give some away
•My teacher asked if we read the Bible at home
•We did a brainstorm today in our group about modern style 
families
•Why is the United States hurting other countries?
•Our country isn’t fair to poor countries?
•We pretended we were Muslims today and prayed on the floor



The Franklin’s lost their home after the housing 
market crisis.  They did have equity, but when 
Mr. Franklin lost his job they fell behind on their 
mortgage.  

The Franklin’s did not know that Freddie Mac 
and Fannie Mae played a major roll in the 
housing market crisis with the thousands of sub‐
prime loans made to under qualified buyers.

In order not to lose everything they sold 
their home and were able to salvage some 
of the equity.
They now live in an apartment closer to 
the city.

Though they were now living in an apartment, they felt it wasn’t that bad.  
They would build another home on the land they had purchased years ago.  
Or at least that is what they thought until one day they received a notice 
from the Environmental Protection Agency.



The letter stated that an endangered species had been cited on their property.  
A local environmentalist had spotted a Choctawhatchee Beach mouse on the 
property and notified the EPA.  They sent an inspector out and verified the 
presence of the mouse.
The letter went on to state that the property was to remain undisturbed with no 
activity until further notice.  However, the land still belonged to them.

Just 9 short years ago the Franklin’s had everything.  They purchased the family 
home responsibly, worked hard, taught their children how to be respectful 
productive citizens, and were involved in their community.

I don’t understand 
either, but we have 

to think of our 
children and not give 

up.

I don’t understand 
either, but we have 

to think of our 
children and not give 

up.

I don’t understand how 
we ended up here.  This 
is America where if you 
do the right thing you 
have a good life…….

I don’t understand how 
we ended up here.  This 
is America where if you 
do the right thing you 
have a good life…….

I did too, but we were 
to busy to notice the 
changes.  I hope it’s 

not too late.

I did too, but we were 
to busy to notice the 
changes.  I hope it’s 

not too late.

First your pension, 
the house, then 

Sarah in school, now 
our land.  I thought 

we had rights.

First your pension, 
the house, then 

Sarah in school, now 
our land.  I thought 

we had rights.



Where will we find the Where will we find the 
Franklin family in 2016?Franklin family in 2016?

Are we too late to save the Are we too late to save the 
American Dream?American Dream?
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